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Yet when asked in the Reichstag the same year to pronounce in
favour of a shorter work day fixed by law, Count von Posadowsky
declared his inability and added that he represented the attitude
of all the federal Governments, which feared to overburden
capital and disable industry. " The more we develop our social
legislation/' he said, " the more necessary it becomes, in view of
the industrial struggles between the different nations, to advance
as far as possible side by side in these questions. The conditions
of work are especially important in determining the capacity of
the export industries/3
Just as there was once a time when the textile industry of the
Hhineland worked to a large extent seventeen hours a day in
order  to  facilitate   competition   with   England's  more  highly
developed factories and more skilled workers, so now a day of ten
and eleven hours is maintained in the same industry purely out
of fear of the foreigner.    The pace of the Government's advance
will, therefore, for some time be regulated to a large extent by the
attitude of industry, and that attitude is for the present hostile
to any farther reduction.    It found expression recently in the
Reichstag in the words of a National Liberal deputy, who stated,
" German industry can bear no more restrictions.    If protective
regulations are carried farther employers will be ruined.    Por
that reason I call upon the Government to e slow down/ "    And
the   policy   of   tf slowing   down"   is   the   policy   which   the
Government has adopted.    The only limitation of hours intro-
duced by the amendment to  the Industrial Code which was
passed in 1908 applied to female workers, and it merely fixed the
rule of sixty hours, subject to many exceptions.    An investiga-
tion made in 1902 by the Government into the hours worked by
females employed in factories and workshops showed that of
813,560  such workpeople,  employed in 88,706 works, 86,191
(in 6,768 works), or 10'6 per cent., worked nine hours or less,
while 347,814   (in  18,267 works), or 42-8  per cent., worked
from nine to ten hours  (inclusive), so that over half already
enjoy the protection  which the  new law is  to  afford.    The
Socialists at present demand a ten-hours day for both sexes, for
the whole country and for all industries, but they regard this no
longer as their final objective, but as a stage on the way towards
the goal of an eight-hours day, via a halfway house of nine hours.
One common objection to a legal reduction of the hours of